
Riviera Beach Housing Authority 
2001 Broadway, suite 101 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404 
Regular Board Meeting 

Official Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, March 13, 2019 

  
 
Meeting comes to order at 7:08 p.m. 
 

I. Call to Order: 
 

Moment of Silence—Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Roll Call and Recording of Absences 
 
Upon roll call by Executive Director (ED) John Hurt, Chairman Delvin Thomas is present and presides. 
Vice Chairman Jeffery Jackson and Commissioner Horace Towns are present. Commissioner Jessica 
Thurmond is absent. Quorum. 
 
Also present: Board Attorney Matthew Russell; Ken Burgess, member of the public; and Margaret 
Shepherd, RBHA tenant.   
 
Disclosures by Any Board Members 
 
Vice Chair Jackson discloses he sits on the board of Thousand Oaks and the Authority owns property in 

Thousand Oaks.  

II. Consent Agenda 

a. No Items 

III. Approval of the Agenda, Additions/Deletions 

Commissioner Towns makes motion to approve the agenda as is. Second by Vice Chair Jackson. 

Unanimous vote, 3-0. 

IV. Approval of Minutes—February 12, 2019 Regular Meeting 

Commissioner Towns makes motion to approve the February 12, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes. Second 

by Vice Chair Jackson. Attorney Russell found two errors—in the third paragraph, the word ‘he’ was left 

out, and delete the letter ‘d’ on a word. ED Hurt makes the corrections, and Commissioner Towns 

changes his motion to reflect the corrected document. Attorney Russell then asks for a corrected 

motion. 

Vice Chair Jackson makes motion to approve the corrected February 12, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes.  

Second by Commissioner Towns. Unanimous vote, 3-0. 

V. Financial Report—February 2019 



ED Hurt says we all survived the Riviera Beach elections and offers ‘condolences’ to Commissioner 

Towns, who lost the District 1 City Council race. 

Commissioner Thurmond enters the meeting at 7:12 p.m. 

ED Hurt begins going through the check registers. In the Operating Account #0223, the starting balance 

was $50,255.97 and the ending balance was $38,704.54. The first payment on the T-Mobile cell phones 

and hot spot devices were made this month—an eight-month-at-one-time payment, he notes.  

In the Operating Account #1501, the starting balance was $8,661.34 and the ending balance was 

$10,637.79. There were no outstanding expenses, ED Hurt says, other than plumbing repairs at 194 E. 

30th Street.  

In the RBHA Security Deposit Account #2210, there was no change, ED Hurt says: the balance remained 

the same: 1,006.19 to 1,006. 22. Three cents interest growth.  

The Restricted Account, #3322, was at $821,804.89 at the start of the month and $804,166.72 by the 

end. The main expense: the affordable housing consultant for the month.   

And the Charitable Account, #4159, had the same start and finish: $85. 

Regarding the Operating Budget, ED Hurt notes that overall, given February, the authority is at about 45 

percent of expenses. At six months, we’ll review the budget to see if we need to make any changes, the 

ED says, adding that that’ll be in April, the halfway point.  

The NSP Budget’s cash position is good, ED Hurt says. There’s a $4,917 deficit showing, but we’re 

collecting management fees monthly and that’s not reflected here, he says; each property has its own 

budget.  

Chairman Thomas accepts the report for filing. 

VI. Executive Director’s Report—February 2019 

a. Update on RBHA Development Activities—Heron Estates 

Construction of Heron Estates Senior is at 60 percent, ED Hurt says as he passes out the HTG update. 

There was a job fair on March 3 that was not well attended; there were about 25-30 people, he says. 

Two were hired on the spot. Four applications were for Section 3 participation. We’ll do another one 

with a ‘lessons learned’ so as to increase the number of attendees, he adds. Mosnar Group really has 

nothing to report, ED Hurt says; they’re still working to try to increase the Section 3 data. Our list of 

seniors interested in Heron Estates Senior is now at 168—and I’m still answering phones, ED Hurt says.  

Regarding Heron Estates Family, we’ve submitted the application for the 9 percent tax credit and been 

approved; it is now in underwriting, Mr. Hurt says. We’ll soon be getting the final information on all of 

the terms between HTG and RBHA. It’s our goal to be able to start this Phase 2 right after we finish 

Phase 1, ED Hurt says.  

Also, Mr. Hurt adds, the grounds at Heron Estates Senior will be gated but we’re not doing the 

guardhouse until we finish Phase 2; that’s the construction entrance, which we can’t obstruct.  

How long will the construction take, asks Vice Chair Jackson. Discussion ensues.  



We’re still looking at Avenue E and are in talks with the CRA and the CDC re partnering on a project, ED 

Hurt says. He adds he’ll bring the information to the board when it’s ready. And, he says, we do have 

HUD approval for a pre-development budget and to use program funds for expenses like market studies 

and administrative costs.  

b. Update on NSP Properties 

Nothing to report, really, ED Hurt says, except the ‘senior stack’ from previous…? 

c. Other Activities 

ED Hurt says Mayor Masters re-appointed Delvin Thomas, Jeffery Jackson and Jessica Thurmond to the 

board at the March 6 City Council meeting. I’m awaiting the appointment letters, he adds. He also 

appointed Glen Spiritis and I am awaiting that appointment letter as well. He also says he requested 

five-year terms for this last appointment and the same for Jessica Thurmond going forward. It’s at the 

Mayor’s discretion, he adds.  

Chair Thomas receives the report for filing. 

VII. Authority Report 

a. Attorney Matthew Russell 

Attorney Russell asks about staggered terms for board members. ED Hurt replies they are now and will 

continue. Discussion ensues on terms, statutes, Mayor Master’s understanding and bylaws.  

VIII. Unfinished Business: None 

IX. New Business 

a. Resolution 2019-01: Authorizing the Purchase of RBHA Vehicle 

ED Hurt reads the Resolution into the record. Vice Chair Jackson makes motion to approve Resolution 

2019-01. Second by Commissioner Towns. What’s the purpose, the Vice Chair asks. For use by the 

authority, the ED replies.  

Chair Thomas requests a roll call vote. 

Yes: Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Jackson, Commissioner Thurmond, Commissioner Towns 

No: none 

Unanimous vote, 4-0. 

b. Resolution 2019-02: Authorizing the Chairman of the Board Usage of RBHA Vehicle  

ED Hurt reads the Resolution into the record. Vice Chair Jackson makes motion to approve Resolution 

2019-02. Second by Commissioner Towns. Vice Chair Jackson asks Chair Thomas if he will be abstaining 

from the vote; yes, he replies.  

Vice Chair Jackson then asks if the Resolution would preclude other Commissioners from driving the car. 

ED Hurt says any one of the Commissioners can drive the vehicle. Attorney Russell points out the 

Resolution language says the vehicle is only for use by Chair Thomas.  



ED Hurt says the vehicle will be assigned to Chair Thomas, but it is RBHA property and for use by any of 

the RBHA board members. He then asks if what Vice Chair Jackson says should be codified. Attorney 

Russell says yes and suggests the proper language to use.  

Vice Chair Jackson makes amended motion. Second by Commissioner Towns. Chair Thomas says he is 

abstaining from the vote and then asks for a roll call. 

Yes—Vice Chair Jackson, Commissioner Thurmond, Commissioner Towns 

No—None  

Unanimous vote, 3-0. 

c. Resolution 2019-03: Authorizing the Disposal of RBHA Vehicle per RBHA Disposition 

Policy 

ED Hurt reads the Resolution into the record. Vice Chair Jackson makes motion to approve the 

Resolution; second by Commissioner Towns. 

Discussion ensues, including about the car’s value, whether it should be kept, what problems it has, can 

they be repaired without too much expense. Vice Chair Jackson says he thinks we should keep it in the 

RBHA and assign it to another Commissioner who would be responsible for its upkeep. Commissioner 

Towns agrees. Vice Chair Jackson then asks Commissioner Thurmond if she’d like to operate the vehicle; 

she replies yes.  

ED Hurt says he’s concerned about maintenance and parking. It’s in disrepair; we’d have to repair it and 

get another license plate.  

Vice Chair Jackson asks if the authority can afford it. ED Hurt says he supports the motion; he’s just 

advising. He says, yes, we can probably afford it. Discussion continues, there was another motion made 

that died for lack of a second and, then, Vice Chair Jackson makes motion to repair it and make it safe 

for use by Commissioner Thurmond and other Commissioners as needed.  

Attorney Russell suggests the proper thing to do is to table the Resolution and wait for ED Hurt to come 

back first with the repair costs and vehicle’s actual value. ED Hurt disagrees, saying he doesn’t want the 

car ‘laying around.’ He suggests a special meeting to get new details. Vice Chair Jackson disagrees; let’s 

move forward, he says.  

Attorney Russell then suggests taking a recess so ED Hurt can revise the Resolution language. Board 

agrees by consensus. Chair Thomas announces a 10-minute recess.  

The meeting restarts at 8:29 p.m. 

ED Hurt says Resolution 2019-03 is now on the table for consideration. He advises the board that the 

authority review needed repairs, insurance and other costs so the board can make final approval of the 

Resolution.  

ED Hurt does a roll call vote.  

No—Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Jackson, Commissioner Thurmond, Commissioner Towns 



Yes—none 

Vote dies, 0-4.  

X. Committee Reports 

a. Finance Committee—Commissioner Towns 

There is no Finance Committee Report. 

b. Community Relations Committee—Commissioner Thurmond 

There is no Community Relations Committee Report. 

c. Section 3 Committee—Commissioner Jackson 

There is no Section 3 Committee Report. 

d. Development Committee—Commissioner Jackson 

XI. Public Comments and General Discussion 

Margaret Shepherd asks if there’ll be a bus coming through Heron Estates Senior. ED Hurt replies he’s in 

discussion with the property manager about services, like transportation. He offers to meet with her to 

discuss service needs and options so he can present and push on behalf of seniors. He points out that 

this is not public housing, but affordable housing.  

Ms. Shepherd then notes that the Mayor’s race is coming up. She says she’s been in consultation with 

Ronnie Felder about being conscientious and in agreement on the dais.  

Commissioner Towns says he’d like the board to have a discussion about transportation. There’s a lot of 

concern out there, he notes. Maybe we need to have a discussion with Palm Tran about safety concerns 

with public traffic coming through.  

Attorney Russell then makes the point that it’s important for all topics to stay on point and be related to 

the business of the authority.  

Vice Chair Jackson says no one is endorsing. ED Hurt then says the public has a right to make its own 

remarks.  

Chair Thomas says, just for the record, our board is open to the public as long as we don’t take it outside 

of our business.  

Ken Burgess then thanks the board for allowing him to come in. He says he likes the accomplishments of 

the board and congratulates them; you guys are doing good, he says.  

Chair Thomas says to Commissioner Towns that he ran a good race and then asks the board to give him 

a hand, which it does.  Glad to see you came back; thanks for your efforts and courage, he says.  

Then, ED Hurt asks for an ‘indulgence.’ He goes into the other room and comes back with two birthday 

cakes—one for Attorney Russell and one for the transcriber, Marian Dozier. The board then applauds 

again.  

Chair Thomas ends the meeting at 8:46 p.m. The next regular meeting is scheduled for April 9, 2019.  


